
Grand Knight 

A Message from the Grand Knight 

         

Our Christmas/ 25th Anniversary was a huge success despite 
the adverse winter weather conditions. We had 7 Charter 
Members and 12 Past Grand Knights at the celebration along 
with Father Ron, Father Balachandrar, Medical Sisters of Saint 
Joseph Convent and Sisters of Saint Anna’s Convent as honored 
guests. Outgoing Grand Knight Brain Miller was presented the 
traditional Grand Knight ring. Brother Troy & Phyllis Mills was 
honored as 2005 Family of the Year and Brother Dave Tout was 
honored as 2005 Knight of the year. Deputy Grand Knight 
Harold Colston and Chancellor Tommy Negrete did an excellent 
job as Co-Chairmen for the event. A special thanks to Linda 

Colston, Lucia Negrete, Phyllis Mills and Dave Tout which helped with the 
decorations and setup/teardown. 

We have received our Commitment of Humanities (Tootsie Roll Drive) 
fund from the State Treasurer Mark Roth. As you know, 80% of the money raised 
by our Council is returned to our Council and 20% is retained by the State and will 
go to the State sponsored Special Olympics Basketball Tournament held at Hayes 
State University in March. Any remaining funds are used for the Bishops special 
charities. Our portion of the fund will be given to the First Downs for Down 
Syndrome and Heartland Learning Center. 

We have a new insurance field agent effective January 1, 2007. His name is 
Mark Stimac, who is also a member of Prince of Peace Parish. I have discussed 
with him our current status and he is very much interested in getting started. Mark 
was at our January business meeting and he expressed a sincere interest in 
achieving our insurance goals. He will make himself available to meet with you, at 
your convenience, to discuss the many benefits of the Knights Insurance Plans. If 
you are not an insurance member and Mark has not contacted you, give him a call 
at (913) 309-4797 or e-mail him at mark.stmac@kofc.org. 

St Paul’s Council is hosting a 1st, 2nd and 3rd Degree on February 11, 
2007. It will be held in the Parish Activity Center, located at 900 S. Honeysuckle 
Dr., Olathe, KS. The 2nd Degree will begin at 1 pm. Candidates should arrive at 12 
pm. If you are bringing a 1st Degree candidate, you and the candidate need to be 
there by 10:45 am. First Degree starts at 11 am. The Degree information is also 
available on our Web Site kofc7909.org. 

February 23rd is the start of our Famous Fish Fry for Lenten Season. 
Brother Dennis Meehan (780-5332) and Brother Dave Tout (782-6638) will be 
looking for more than a few good men. If you can help, please give Dennis or Dave 
a call. A wise man once said “ The only problem with doing nothing, you never 
known when you are done”. 

 
Vivat Jesus 
Tony Martini 

Officers 
 

Grand Knight 
Tony Martini 829-8255 

Chaplain 
Father Frank Burger 
 764-6115 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Harold Colston 829-3726 

Chancellor 
Tommy Negrete 780-3034 

Recorder 
Bob Davis 782-0135 

Financial Secretary 
Craig Reed 764-2071 

Lecturer 
 Ed Planco       816-210-0215 

Treasurer 
Chuck Winter 764-6072 

Advocate 
David Tout 782-6638 

Warden 
Dennis Meehan 780-5332 

Inside Guards 
Robert Plant 791-0102 
Steve Smith 782-2043 

Outside Guards 
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
Troy Mills 829-9088 

Trustees 
1: Brian Miller 397-9716 
2: John Kimmi 768-6840 
3: Chuck Dierks 780-4152 
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Important Names/Numbers 
 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Field Agent 
Mark Stimac 

(913) 390-4794 
 

Membership Director 
Steve Smith 782-2043 
 

Program Director 
Harold Colston      829-3726 
 

Community Director 
Shawn Klingele 244-8285 
 

Pro-Life Director 
Randy Bolz 782-2665 
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
 

Council Director 
Ron Schieffer 530-6343 
 

Family Director 
Robert Plant 791-0102 
 

Youth Director 
Troy Mills 829-9088 
 

Church Director 
Frank Feindel 829-5867 
Gene Thomeczek 390-8899 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Don Lanser 782-2592 
     dlanser1@comcast.net 
 

Public Relations / Web  
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
Mike Hernandez 782-4260 
 

First Degree Team  
Brian Miller 397-9716 
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Congratulations to the  
           Family of the Month for January 

The Mike Butler Family  
 

Congratulations to the Family of the Month, Butler Family. Mike and his 
daughters have supported Donut Sunday two weekends out of every 
month. From setting up to clean up, Mike and his daughters have put in 
long hours. The Council appreciates all the hard work and support from the 
Butler Family. 
 
 

 Congratulations to the  
Knight of the Month for January 

Harold Colston 
 
Our Knight of the Month for January is Brother Harold Colston. As a mere 
shadow of his former self, he’s still a formidable member of Council 7909, 
taking the lead role in putting together our well attended Christmas/Council 
25th Anniversary party. He’s worked in all kinds of roles for our Council-
most recently as Financial Secretary and now Deputy Grand Knight. 
Congratulations Harold! 
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Notices were mail in early December 2006 for 2007 
Knights of Columbus dues. It is important that all dues 
are paid by early January at the latest. This is an 
important part of being a Knight. If you have just 
forgotten to submit your dues, please send them ASAP 
to our Financial Secretary:   
  Craig Reed 
  15785 S Central 
  Olathe, KS 66061 
 
 

Ushers Needed 
They are look for a few good Brother Knights to sign up for ushering. You 
can contact John Kimmi for more information. 
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“Lord of time; he is its beginning and its end; every year, every day and 
every moment are embraced by his Incarnation and resurrection, and 
this become part of the ‘fullness of time’.” 
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Help Wanted 
 
· There are three important Sun-

days coming up that the Knights need to pay close 
attention too.  Donuts will be served every Sunday 
starting January 2007 which  Knights are required 
to handle donuts. We are looking for volunteers to 
help at least one Sunday a month. Shifts start at 6 
am and ends at noon. If you can only help with the 
first three hours or the last three hours, it will be 
appreciated. 

      P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  B o b  P l a n t  a t               
plantcmse@sbcglobal.net or call 913-791-0102 

The Presence of God 
 
When I am invited into the presence of a friend, 
I look forward to the event and feel honored. 
When God invites me to spend time in His presence, 
He desires me to know and feel His love. 
With faith and hope I turn my heart and mind to God, 
and ask Him to help me become more aware of His 
loving presence. 
 
 
At the 25th Anniversary  the 2005 Knight of the Year 
and Family of The Year where honored and presented 
the plaque . An election for these honors occur each 
January of the next year and presented at the next 
Knights of Columbus Christmas party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to David Tout for being honored with 
the 2005 Knight of the Year award. David spends 
many hours working and directing programs for the 
Knights of Columbus service programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Troy and Phyllis Mills for being 
honored with the2005 Family of the Year award. 
They spend hours working with the Parish youth pro-
grams and other Knight programs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February- 2007 -  Knights of Columbus  -  Council #7909 Page 6 

����������		
���
�������

���
���������	����������

Pictured here are some of the Charter Members of 
Knights of Columbus Council 7909, who started this 
Council 25 years ago. Unfortunately we were unable to 
picture all 34 charter members. Pictured here are Phil 
Kaminski, Michael Votypka, Ed Beck, Larry Kelly, Jim 
Picard and Stephen Ghinie. 

Introductions were given by Tony Martini at the start for the Christmas Party. Harold Colston narrated the pro-
gram. Father Ron Cornish gave the blessing before the dinner. After dining Christmas gifts were presented to 
Father Frank Burger, Father Ron Cornish, Father Bahachaudua Miriyala and the Nuns with Villa St Frances. 
25th anniversary pins were presented to the Charter members of Council 7909. 25th anniversary pins were also 
presented to all the Grand Knights.  

Ed Beck on behalf of the Friends of St Anthony presented to Council 7909 a spe-
cial 25th anniversary plaque. 

Tony Martini presented Brian 
Miller, last years Grand Knight 
with his Grand Knight ring. 



Are you ready for some football 
 
Our council will once again be holding a Superbowl 
party this year on February 4, 2007. The big game will 
be in Dolphin Stadium—Miami Gardens, Florida this 
year. We had about 50 people at our party last year 
and it was a great time. We’ll have the big screen set 
up in our normal meeting room. We’ll have a couple 
of poker tables set up for those who want to play 
cards. We’ll have snacks and beverages available. All 
we ask is that you bring one large dish per family to 
share. 
We also want to invite you to bring along any pro-
spective members and their families. This will provide 
a very informal setting for them to get to know some 
of our members and see the fun and laughter that we 
enjoy when we gather. They can also ask questions of 
all various members to find out who the Knights are 
and what we do. 

The game starts at 5:00 PM local time, so we’ll open 
the doors between 3:30—4:00 to allow you plenty of 
time to get some food and find a comfortable spot to 
sit. If you plan on joining us, we would appreciate an 
RSVP so that we know approximately how many 
snacks and drinks are required to serve everyone. 
Please send a note to Ron Schieffer at 
schieffr@yahoo.com or call 913-254-9553 and let me 
know how many you will have attending and what we 
do. 
The game starts at 5:00 PM local time, so we’ll open 
the doors between 3:30—4:00 to allow you plenty of 
time to get some food and find a comfortable spot to 
sit. If you plan on joining us, we would appreciate an 
RSVP so that we know approximately how many 
snacks and drinks are required to serve everyone. 
Please send a note to Ron Schieffer at 
schieffr@yahoo.com or call 913-254-9553 and let me 
know how many you will have attending. 
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Pictured on the left are the past Grand Knights of the last 
25 years of  Council 7909. In the first row right to left is: 
Phil Kaminski, Nathan (Ed) Beck,  Joseph Voda, Michael 
Grothoff,  Paul Hernandez, back row left to right, Craig 
Reed, Edward Planco, Ysidro (Pete) Negrete, George 
Martin, Charles Dierks, John Kimmi, and Brian Miller. 
The current Grand Knight Anthony Martini is not pictured 
with this group. These men lead Council 7909 though 25 
years of service to the Knight of Columbus and Prince of 
Peace Parish. 

The picture on the left represents the current 2006-2007 
Officers, Directors, and Trustees of Council 7909. Back 
row left to right is: Tommy Negrete, Dennis Meehan, 
Brian Miller, Doug Svatos, center row left to right is: 
Charles Winter, Bob Davis, Harold Colston, Shawn 
Klingele, Robert Plant, Charles Dierks, front row left to 
right is: David Tout, Craig Reed, Edward Planco, Grand 
Knight Tony Martini, Troy Mills, and John Kimmi. Miss-
ing from this picture was Frank Feindel, Gene Thomec-
zek, and Father Frank Burger. These members are carry-
ing on the tradition of the previous 25 years of  Knight of 
Columbus service. 
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Congratulations to our Knight of the Year— Gene Thomeczek 
 
Gene joined our brotherhood in 1999, and as a member of 
Council 7909 enjoys the camaraderie he feels when partici-
pating in the various events. He’s been married for 45 years 
to his wife, Lois, and has three daughters and six grandchil-
dren. He helps our Council whenever and wherever he can, 
as long as he isn’t busy with his grandchildren. Gene says 
that one of his greatest enjoyments in life is the time he 
sends coaching and watching his grandchildren play basket-
ball. 
 
During the Lenten season, Gene specializes in serving up the 
coleslaw —  “some with horseradish!”  - at our council an-
nual Friday night Fish Fry dinners. In September, you can 
find him making breakfast burritos and “barking” at our 
Olathe Old Setter’s Days Brats and Tacos stand. (I’ve per-
sonally spent a couple of mornings with him taking the 
breakfast burritos and coffee on the road to all the people at 
their sales booths.—RS) In November, he’s yelling’ “seven 

come eleven” as our favorite Craps dealer at our annual Casino Knight— helping raise money for our scholar-
ship program. He especially enjoys our council’s annual “Breakfast with Santa” in December as it brings in all 
the little kids — Gene can be found here as he photographs each kid sitting with Santa and the elves. And all 
the rest of the year you can find him working Sunday mornings as our council continues to host donuts and 
coffee after each of the masses. 

 
During 2006, he took additional responsibilities for our council. Along with church Director Frank Feindel, 

Gene decided to take on a Co-Church Director role to make sure these important activities continue. He assists 
in unlocking the church on Sunday mornings and makes sure that the church is set for our council’s monthly 
Corporate Communion. He has been in contact with the Archdiocese for our Adopt-a-Seminarian program. In 
addition to this, he was instrumental in the creation of our latest council community activity-organizing a quar-
terly work day for the Knights at the local Villa St. Francis long care facility. 

 
Gene says that his greatest accomplishment in life is “practicing my faith and trying to evangelize others. 

“Lenten Friday Fish Fries” starts February 23, 2006.   
 
This  Lenten Season will have 6 Fridays for Fish Fries. Make your plans to assist on 
as many Fridays  as possible. Please contact:  Brother Dennis Meehan ( 780-5332) or 
Brother Dave Tout (782-6638) They are looking for cooks, servers, and cleanup lead-
ers and labors. This is an important function for Council 7909 each year. The Council 
serves many fish dinners to our Parish member for their enjoyment. Remember that 
Thursday night is the coleslaw preparation night and volunteers are needed. 
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Congratulations to Harold and Linda Colston for Family of the Year 2006 

Congratulations to the Family of the Year, the Colston family. 
While filling the duties of the Deputy Grand Knight, Harold and 
his family have been involved in many of the Council events. 
Harold and Linda cooked dinners for the Youth Group; helped 
the Friends of St Anthony which included a dinner honoring the 
veterans; Fish Fries; and Council Christmas Party. The Council 
appreciates all the hard work and support from the Colston fam-
ily. 

For those Prince of Peace Fourth Degree Honor Guard Personnel      
 
Confirmation Schedule for 2007 

03/03/2007 Saturday 4:00 pm Nativity Barnabas 

03/07/2007 Wednesday Scared Heart Gardner Keleher 

03/08/2007 Saturday 7:00 pm Wea Keleher 

03/12/2007 Wednesday 7:00 pm St Michael Naumann 

April Day/Time Place Celebrant 

04/15/2007 Sunday 1:30 pm Holy Trinity Keleher 

04/17/2007 Tuesday 7:00 pm Scared Heart Shawnee Naumann 

04/22/2007 Sunday 2:00 pm St Paul’s Keleher 

04/24/2007 Tuesday 7:00 pm Ascension Keleher 

04/25/2007 Wednesday 7:00 pm Ascension Nauman 

May Day/Time Place Celebrant 

05/01/2007 Tuesday 7:00 pm Prince of Peace Keleher 

05/02/2007 Wednesday 7:00 pm Prince of Peace Naumann 

    

March Day/Time Place Celebrant 



Prince of Peace Church 
Knights of Columbus 
16000 West 143rd Street 
Olathe, KS  66062 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Olathe, KS  66062 
PERMIT No. 247 

 
How Can You Help? 
 
    This is your Knights newsletter 
and  the printed articles are 
information received from the 
members. Please forward your 
articles to Don Lanser at 
dlanser1@comcast.net.  We need 
calendar information also. Your 
fine help will be greatly 
appreciated.   
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A request was made by Jim King 
to assist in the open hours for the 
Perpetual Adoration. If you have 
time to assist in this function, 
please contact Ann King, at 913-
780-2360 or e-mail 
anniev624@yahoo.com 

Next 2nd & 3rd Degree 
For the 1st Degree members who 
are ready to become 2nd and 3rd 
Degree Knights, the next 
ceremony will be held February 
11, 2007, at St Paul’s Parish in 
Olathe, KS. Candidates should be 
at St Paul’s by 12:00 to 12:30 pm 
Please contact Steve Smith for 
additional information. (913) 782-
2043 
It is important to do the next two 
steps in the Knights of Columbus. 
With these two degrees 
completed, you can become an 
officer within the council. 
1st degree will also be held on 
this date and starts at 10:45 am 
 
 
 
 

Knights of Columbus Free 
Thrown Winners 
 
Winners Girls Division 
Age 10: Ellese Miller 
Age 12: Vickie Dolan 
Age 13: Megan Jochems 
 
Winners Boys Division 
Age 10: Grant Hicks 
Age 11: Brain Everhart 
Age 12: Philip J. Wirtz 
Age 13: Ryan Agnitsch 
Come out and support our 
winners as they advance to the 
District Free Thrown Contest. 
The District contest will occur at 
Prince of Peace Parish gym on 
Sunday, February 4, 2007 from 
1:30 pm to 4:00 pm. 
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