
A Message from the Grand Knight 

        We are starting the New Year with many outstanding 
accomplishments behind us and new challenge ahead of us. I 
am confident that the current Officers, Directors and the 
general membership will maintain the high standard set by out 
predecessors for the past 25 years. 
       We will be celebrating our 25th anniversary on January 
13th along with our annual Christmas Party. Special invitations 
will be going out to all Council Charter Members and Past 
Grand Knights. Deputy Grand Knight Harold Colston and 
Chancellor Tommy Negrete are the Co-Chairmen for the event. 
The Dinner will be catered, so its imperative that we get as 

accurate count as possible to defray any unnecessary cost. If you plan to attend, 
please notify Brother Harold at (913) 829-3726 or Brother Tommy at (913) 780-
3034. 

This is also time to send in your yearly dues if you have not already done 
so. Our Financial Secretary Craig Reed has mailed out the 2007 dues statement as 
of December 2006. 

We are doing exceptionally well in our new membership recruiting effort, 
lead by our Membership Director Steve Smith. The area in which we are lacking is 
the Insurance Goal. We have only two new insurance members toward the 
Council’s insurance quota of 10. The Knights of Columbus Insurance Program is 
one of the best family protection plan available to you as a member. Everyone who 
is not an insurance member should give it careful consideration. Our Insurance 
Field Agent, Kirby Schmelzle, is available to meet with you at your convenience to 
discuss the many benefits of the Insurance Plan. He can be reached at (785) 830-
9019. Give him a call. 

St Paul’s Council 1913 will be hosting 2nd & 3rd Degree on February 11, 
2007. It will be held in the Parish Activity Center, located at 900 S. Honeysuckle 
Dr., Olathe. The Degree will begin at 1:00 PM. Candidates should arrive at 12:00 
PM. Additional information will be made available in February Newsletter and on 
the Web Site kofc7909.org. 

Regardless of your stand on the conflict in Iraq or Afghanistan, our young 
men and women in the military are doing an outstanding job in support of the 
mission given to them. They deserve our full support. If you know of an individual 
serving in the military, let him or her know we are proud of their dedication and 
professionalism. I am proud of the high standard displayed by our military under 
the most trying Rules of Engagement. God bless our military and keep them safe 
from harm. 

 
Vivat Jesus 
Tony Martini 
Grand Knight 

Officers 
 

Grand Knight 
Tony Martini 829-8255 

Chaplain 
Father Frank Burger 
 764-6115 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Harold Colston 829-3726 

Chancellor 
Tommy Negrete 780-3034 

Recorder 
Bob Davis 782-0135 

Financial Secretary 
Craig Reed 764-2071 

Lecturer 
 Ed Planco       816-210-0215 

Treasurer 
Chuck Winter 764-6072 

Advocate 
David Tout 782-6638 

Warden 
Dennis Meahan 780-5332 

Inside Guards 
Robert Plant 791-0102 
Steve Smith 782-2043 

Outside Guards 
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
Troy Mills 829-9088 

Trustees 
1: Brian Miller 397-9716 
2: John Kimmi 768-6840 
3: Chuck Dierks 780-4152 
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Important Names/Numbers 
 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Field Agent 

Kirby E. Schmelzle, FIC 
(785) 830-9019 

 
Membership Director 
Steve Smith 782-2043 
 

Program Director 
Harold Colston      829-3726 
 

Community Director 
Shawn Klingele 244-8285 
 

Pro-Life Director 
Randy Bolz 782-2665 
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
 

Council Director 
Ron Schieffer 530-6343 
 

Family Director 
Robert Plant 791-0102 
 

Youth Director 
Troy Mills 829-9088 
 

Church Director 
Frank Feindel 829-5867 
Gene Thomeczek 390-8899 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Don Lanser 782-2592 
     dlanser1@comcast.net 
 

Public Relations / Web  
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
Mike Hernandez 782-4260 
 

First Degree Team  
Brian Miller 397-9716 
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Congratulations to the  
           Family of the Month for December 

The Troy Mills Family  
 

Congratulations goes to Troy and Phyllis Mills as Family of the Month for 
December.  Both Troy and Phyllis are involved in many activities at Prince 
of Peace.  Both Troy and Phyllis set up and ran the first "Keep Christ in 
Christmas"  event; participate in the Youth Group which meets every 
Sunday night; and help with Donut Sunday.  Again, Congratulations to 
both Troy and Phyllis for all their hard work.     
 

 Congratulations to the  
Knight of the Month for December 

Tommy Negrete 
 
Our Knight of the Month for December is Tommy Negrete. Tommy has 
been very busy with our Council activities. He has been recently been 
involved in leadership roles for activities such as the golf tournament, Old 
Settler’s Days and Casino Night. And he is presently assisting in the 
planning of our 25th anniversary and Christmas part to be held on January 
13, 2007. He’s around a lot, so be sure to say “Thanks” the next time you 
see him. Congratulations Tommy! 

 

Are you ready for some football 
 
Our council will once again be holding a Superbowl party this year on 
February 4, 2007. The big game will be in Dolphin Stadium—Miami 
Gardens, Florida this year. We had about 50 people at our party last year 
and it was a great time. We’ll have the big screen set up in our normal 
meeting room. We’ll have a couple of poker tables set up for those who 
want to play cards. We’ll have snacks and beverages available. All we ask 
is that you bring one large dish per family to share. 
We also want to invite you to bring along any prospective members and 
their families. This will provide a very informal setting for them to get to 
know some of our members and see the fun and laughter that we enjoy 
when we gather. They can also ask questions of all various members to 
find out who the Knights are and what we do. 
The game starts at 5:00 PM local time, so we’ll open the doors between 
3:30—4:00 to allow you plenty of time to get some food and find a 
comfortable spot to sit. If you plan on joining us, we would appreciate an 
RSVP so that we know approximately how many snacks and drinks are 
required to serve everyone. Please send a note to Ron Schieffer at 
schieffr@yahoo.com or call 913-254-9553 and let me know how many you 
will have attending 



January 2007  -  Knights of Columbus  -  Council #7909 Page 3 

January 
2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
New Years Day 

2 3 4 5 6 
2007 Free 
throw contest�

��
��������	���
�

�
��
�������
�
�������	���
�����������
�
�
��	���	���

8 
�����	��		�
�
�������������
 ��!��"#�������
�
��

9 $�� 11 12� $��
������
���!���%�
&�'(���)

�*	��
���%�

$�� 15 
�����%�������
�
�	���	���+��
�	�
,��������������
�
� �����-��
���
�

$.� 17 18 19 20 
 

'$� ''�
������

�*	����%�
�/���	�*���0�1	��

23 24� 25 26 '��

28 29 
 

30 31 
Form 1728 an-
nual Survey due 
at Supreme * 
Form 1728, An-
nual Survey of 
Fraternal Activi-
ties Report. 

�   

�       

“Lord of time; he is its beginning and its end; every year, every day and 
every moment are embraced by his Incarnation and resurrection, and 
this become part of the ‘fullness of time’.” 
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I already have insurance at work.” 
 
Many jobs offer some form of group life insurance.  
Often, this insurance is an employee benefit provided 
at no charge, or for a small co-pay.  Knowing that this 
coverage exists may convince someone that he does-
n’t need to discuss personally owned life insurance 
with an agent.  That could be a mistake. 
 
Most forms of group life insurance are limited in 
amount.  That amount may be tied to a salary or some 
other benchmark, but often there is a cap.  That cap 
may be dangerously low for your family’s needs 
should you die.  In fact, without a needs analysis 
(which I’ll be happy to provide, free of charge), it 
may be completely unrelated to needs at death.  In 
addition, the amount of group insurance offered is al-
most always reduced – and sometimes dramatically – 
when you retire. 
 
Especially today, there is the very real possibility that 
you could lose your job.  Or that your benefits could 
be reduced.  In either case, you can find yourself with-
out coverage.  If your health has changed in the mean-
time, you can find yourself out of luck. 
 
While group life helps, it does not replace the need for 
individually owned life insurance.  I’ll be happy to 
meet with you and provide a free, custom-tailored 
needs analysis, so that you’ll know exactly where you 
stand.  Please give me a call. 
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Help Wanted 

 
· There are three important Sundays coming up that 

the Knights need to pay close attention too.  
Donuts will be served every Sunday starting Janu-
ary 2007 which  Knights are required to handle 
donuts. We are looking for volunteers to help at 
least one Sunday a month. Shifts start at 6 am and 
ends at noon. If you can only help with the first 
three hours or the last three hours, it will be appre-
ciated. 

      P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  B o b  P l a n t  a t               
plantcmse@sbcglobal.net or call 913-791-0102 

 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council 7909 was presented a plague and American   
flag  from Ganpat “Gunner ”Wagh who just returned 
from  Bagram, Afghanistan . This inscription was on 
the plague: 
Be it Known by all, this flag was flown in the face of 
the enemy, illuminated in the dark by the light of jus-
tice, and bears witness to the removal of terrorist 
forces threating the freedom of the United States of 
America. It was flown with great honor and pride over 
the compound of our nation’s elite task forces fighting 
in the Global War on terrorism in remembrance of all 
who lost their lives on the 11th of September, 2001. 
Flown on the 20th of May, 2006  

Bagram Afghanistan. 
In honor of 

Knights of Columbus 
Council # 7909 

 
This can be viewed in the Knights of Columbus dis-
play case in the St Marks room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast with Santa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parish children had a greet time as Break-
fast with Santa Sunday. Chuck Dierks was the 
master pancake maker and keep the servers 
busy dishing out the breakfast dishes.  

 

 

 

 

Santa and his helper were busy after each Mass. Another year of great work by Knights of Co-
lumbus and the helpers. 
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At the December business 
meeting Grand Knight 
Tony Martini presented a 
check for  $300.00 to 
Prince of Peace Principal 
Jane Shriver for the Edu-
cational program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Villa St. Francis Help Day 

 
Robert Plant and his crew worked at Villa St Francis 
painting, repairing ceiling tiles and light bulbs on De-
cember 2, 2006. 
 
Gene Thomeczek looks busy drinking coffee and su-
pervising the painters. 

2006—2007 The Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship Program 

 
Once again it is that time of year. The Knights of Co-
lumbus are hosting their annual council  free throw 
contest in the Prince of Peace Gym on Saturday Janu-
ary 6  from 1PM  to 4PM . All children between the 
ages of 10 – 
14 as of  January 2007 can participate. All we require 
to compete is a birth certificate copy , your best free 
throw shot and that you have fun . There will be sign 
up sheets in the church gathering area. Please feel 
free to contact  Troy Mills at either 913-829-9088 or 
tamills44@hotmail.com with any questions . 

Next 2nd & 3rd Degree 
 
For the 1st Degree members who are ready to become 
2nd and 3rd Degree Knights, the next ceremony will 
be held February 11, 2007, at St Paul’s Parish in 
Olathe, KS. Please contact Steve Smith for additional 
information. (913) 782-2043 
It is important to do the next two steps in the Knights 
of Columbus. With these two degrees completed, you 
can become an officer within the council. 
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From Villa St Francis, the Knights of Columbus and families provide repairing of ceiling tiles, electrical and 
painting door frames. Robert Plant plans on doing this assistance once every quarter. It’s a great helping event 
and helps Villa St. Francis great. I have personally done this when my 101 year old mother was living at Villa 
St Francis. 

Friends of St. Anthony  

The Knights of Columbus Council 7909 assists the Parish Senior organization called the “Friends of St An-
thony. They enjoy meeting with each other and good food. Luce Negrete is the main organizers of this group. 
The members of Council 7909 should be proud of the backing they provided.  

New Brother Knights of Columbus Council 7907 
as of December 18, 2006 

 
Lets welcome these new 1st Degree  members  of Council 7909. They 
became Knight of Columbus members in October and November 
2006; 

Jim Elliott 
Ryan Brotherson 

Larry Gabel 
Jeff Burton 
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Celebrating 25 Years Together 
 

Christmas Party 
 

Saturday, January 13th 
Prince of Peace 

Sister Mary Thomas Hall 
 

Cocktails    6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Dinner   7:00 pm 

Awards Ceremony   8:00 pm 
DJ & Dance   9:30 - 11:00 

 
Cost: $15 single      $25 per couple 

 
Honoring Charter Members and Past Grand Knights 

Dinner provided for Charter Members, Past Grand Knights and their spouses 

 
 

 RSVP to Harold Colston 913-829-3726 or e-mail: hcolston@sbcglobal.net 
 No later than January 8th 
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Knights of Columbus 
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Olathe, KS  66062 
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How Can You Help? 
 
    This is your Knights newsletter 
and  the printed articles are 
information received from the 
members. Please forward your 
articles to Don Lanser at 
dlanser1@comcast.net.  We need 
calendar information also. Your 
fine help will be greatly 
appreciated.   
 
 

 

Freedom 
 

Lord God I thank you for the gift 
of freedom. 
Help me to use this gift with 
integrity. I am free to make 
choices. 
Help me to choose to follow you, 
to live in a Christian way by 
caring for others. 
Remind me to consider always 
those less fortunate than myself, 
the oppressed, the prisoner, those 
who are not free to worship in 
public. 
Guide me always to seek your 
holy will in all the events of my 
life. 
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A request was made by Jim King 
to assist in the open hours for the 
Perpetual Adoration. If you have 
time to assist in this function, 
please contact Ann King, at 913-
780-2360 or e-mail an-
niev624@yahoo.com 


