
A Message from the Grand Knight 

I  consider it an honor and a privilege to have been given the 
opportunity to serve as the Grand Knight of a truly outstanding 
Council for the 2006—2007 Fraternal Year. I extend my personal 
thanks to the current officers and program directors for their support 
and dedication. Job well done. To the general membership, thanks you 
for your support. And to Grand Knight (elect) Harold Colston and to 
the Officers and Directors my sincere wishes for continues success. 
 
As we celebrated our 25th anniversary, the council has shown 
exceptional performance and growth. Thanks to all the past Grand 
Knights, Offices, Directors and the general membership, Council 7909 
has become the outstanding Council in the State of Kansas. But as in 
any organization there is always room for growth, new ideas and 

expansion of current programs. I am confident that the on-coming officers and directors 
possess the necessary management and leadership skills to advance the Council forward. 

 
We have recruited just shy of fifty new members during this fraternal year. A 

special thanks to Steve Smith and the Brother Knights that helped with the Membership 
Blitz. And to Father Frank for relinquishing the podium so our Brother Knights could 
address the men of our parish. On the negative side, we will be dropping members due to 
non-payment of dues. Our goal in coming years should be to eliminate these losses. It is a 
reachable goal. Being pro-active and proving strong leadership will go a long way, in 
keeping all of our members active. The Shining Armor is a strong retention tool. I am 
encouraging each 3rd Degree member to be a mentor to our first year Brother Knights. To 
Brother Knight Pete Planco, Paul Oberrieder and Richard St Clair congratulations on your 
accomplishments in receiving the Shining Armor Award. 

 
At the State Convention, Don Wagner, member of our council, was elected as State 

Deputy for a second term. Congratulation Don. Our Council was recognized for the 
following accomplishments: Pro—Life Program, we providing $6550.00 that equates to 
$15.13 per member. This was the highest amount given by any Council in Division #10. We 
had the highest percent increase in membership (147%) and the highest number of members 
(28) in Division # 10 as of April 1st. Free thrown champion in age group 12 is Miss Vickie 
Dolan. The Council was also recognized for outstanding support of the Pennies from 
Heaven, Pro-Life and Tootsie Roll Program. 

 
To all members of Council 7909, thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve 

you as your Grand Knight. It is an honor that I will cherish forever. I got much more than I 
gave. 

 
Happy Father’s Day especially to the members of our Armed Forces who are 

serving in harms way. Godspeed Council 7909 
 
Vivat Jesus 
Tony Martini 
 

 

Officers 
 

Grand Knight 
Tony Martini 829-8255 

Chaplain 
Father Frank Burger 
 764-6115 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Harold Colston 829-3726 

Chancellor 
Tommy Negrete 780-3034 

Recorder 
Bob Davis 782-0135 

Financial Secretary 
Craig Reed 764-2071 

Lecturer 
 Ed Planco       816-210-0215 

Treasurer 
Chuck Winter 764-6072 

Advocate 
David Tout 782-6638 

Warden 
Dennis Meehan 780-5332 

Inside Guards 
Robert Plant 791-0102 
Steve Smith 782-2043 

Outside Guards 
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
Troy Mills 829-9088 

Trustees 
1: Brian Miller 397-9716 
2: John Kimmi 768-6840 
3: Chuck Dierks 780-4152 
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Important Names/Numbers 
 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Field Agent 
Mark Stimac 

(913) 390-4794 
 

Membership Director 
Steve Smith 782-2043 
 

Program Director 
Harold Colston      829-3726 
 

Community Director 
Shawn Klingele 244-8285 
 

Pro-Life Director 
Randy Bolz 782-2665 
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
 

Council Director 
Ron Schieffer 530-6343 
 

Family Director 
Robert Plant 791-0102 
 

Youth Director 
Troy Mills 829-9088 
 

Church Director 
Frank Feindel 829-5867 
Gene Thomeczek 390-8899 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Don Lanser 782-2592 
     dlanser1@comcast.net 
 

Public Relations / Web  
Doug Svatos 829-9411 
Mike Hernandez 782-4260 
 

First Degree Team  
Brian Miller 397-9716 
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Congratulations to the  
           Family of the Month for May 

Bill Dubey Family 
 

Congratulations to Bill and Susan Dubey as family of the Month. Both Bill 
and Susan have supported many council activities (i.e. Fish Fry and Donut 
Sunday). Bill and Susan have supported the youth group by preparing 
meals for their fund raisers. Susan is also a member of the POP Women’s 
Organization. Again many thanks to bill and Susan Dubey for all their hard 
work. 

 
 Congratulations to the  

Knight of the Month for May  
Don Lanser 

 
A hearty congratulations to Don Lanser, our nominated Knight of the 
Month for May. Don has been our newsletter editor during this fraternal 
year and has done an amazing job of keeping us up-to-date with pictures of 
our past work and updates on upcoming events. He wants to pass this 
important job to another capable Knight now so that he can continue his 
efforts as a teacher of computer applications. Let’s all be sure to thank him 
for his monthly effort to keep us informed—Thanks Don! 

 
The Recipient of the May 2007 Scholarship Awards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the scholarship recipients which are from left to right: 
Nicholas Smith, Scott Ferentz, Jessica Messer, Sarah Giesler, and Taylor 
Tedder. Each Senior received a $500.00 scholarship check from the 
Knights of Columbus Council # 7909. Each year in May, high school 
seniors have a chance to submit an essay to be evaluated by a four member 
panel in Council # 7909. 
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District Knight of the Year 
Congratulations to Gene Thomeczek for being selected the 
District #10 Knight of the Year for Kansas  
 

Assisting at Villa St. Frances Robert Plant had 
Brother Knights and family members doing spring window 
cleaning at Villa St. Frances. This volunteer service is im-
portant to the Villa. 

 

Donation to Catholic Charities  
At the May 2007 Council 7909 meeting Shawn Klingele 
and Grand Knight Tony Martini presented a $1000.00 
check to Assistant Director Tamra Brandes from Catholic 
Charities, to assist in the needs of people in the area.  
 
 
 
 
 

State Right to Life Award 
 
Here Doug Svatos received the 2006—2007 Right-to-Life 
award from Grand Knight Tony Martini. The award is a 
Division 1 award for donations to the Right-to-Life of 
$6550.00, which represented around $15.00 per member in 
Council 7909. This award was presented at the Knight of 
Columbus State Convention  
 

Brother Knights in Action 

 
From Steve Smith 
First Degree Ceremony on June 10, 2007 
We will be celebrating our last first degree ceremony of the fraternal year at 1:30 pm on Sunday June 10th in the St. 
Mark’s/ St. Luke’s room next to the parish hall. If you known of a Catholic gentleman interested in joining, have him 
contact Steve Smith (782-2043) prior to the ceremony. And what better way to welcome the new Knights to our Council 
than 
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Knights of Columbus 
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New Knight to Council 7909 
May has been a banner month for new Knights to out Council. 
Welcome and feel free to reach out to any of the 400 + Knights 
with Prince of Peace if you have any questions. Knights 
completing their first degree in May includes:  
 
 Ken Dedrick  Alan Chavez 
 Steve Kauffman  Eric DeWispelare 
 Anthony Carey  Tylor St Clair 
 Dan Schilly  Phil Thacker 
 George Stringer  Phil Cogswell 
 Matt Detherage  Curt Kenkel 
 Rick Parsons  Renaldo Castaldi 
 Brad Dixon  Patrick Atkins 
 

Members of the St. Philippine Duchesne Assembly #2260 
Honor Guard picture here, finished the 2007 confirmation 
season with  Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann  at Prince of Peace 
Parish on May 2nd 2007. Pictured above are some Honor Guard 
members, that are members of Council 7909 and other councils 
belonging to the St. Philippine Duchesne Assembly #2260.  
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Tee It Up 
The suns out, the grass is growing, winter is finally over. Its that 
time of year for our annual third degree “Mission from God Golf 
Tournament”. Duties include getting sponsorships, teams, prizes 
and coordinating manpower for the tournament and the dinner. 
Anyone interested in helping out on this year’s committee, please 
contact Lee McClelland  vie e-mail lee@kchomesellers.com . 
The tournament is scheduled for FRIDAY  August 10,2007 and 
more details to come in the following months. Thanks in advance 
for any help that anyone can provide. 


